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Presidentôs Message: 

This picture pretty much says it 

all.  Iôm done with the heat!  I 

have already begun placing fall 

decorations around the house, 

Iôve bought fall air freshener and 

have begun choking my family 

with it, Iôve got the LSU & Saints 

football schedule printed and my 

refrigerator is loaded with my favorite game 

time snacks and beer.  So I say to you, 

HELLO September, laissez les bons temp 

rouler! 

But on to Rotary businessé. 

What Lies Beyond The Rotary Wheel? 

I am in awe by the grandeur and scope of 

Rotary.  In addition to community, 

nationwide and international service 

activities, Rotary had numerous fellowships 

that cover both vocational and recreational 

associations.  These fellowships are not 

agencies of, or controlled by Rotary 

International, however they are groups of 

Rotarians who share a common interest.  

These interests are varied and far-reaching in scope.  Check out the 

following link and visit their websites to learn more, or to join:  http://

www.directory-online.com/Rotary/accounts/6910/Pages/uPages/

Membership/Downloads/RotaryFellowships.pdf 

I belong to this group just because itôs fun and interesting!  http://

rosnf.net/home/   Which one will you join? 

 Wheel Talk 
SERVICE ABOVE SELF  

R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  A b b e v i l l e ,  L A  

September  -  2015  

Pam Trahan  

President  

K. R. "Ravi" Ravindran  

Rotary President  

2015  -   2016  

Our Board of Directors:  

Robert Greer ðSec., Jim Russo ðPast 

President, Pam Trahan ðPresident, 

Chris Dardeau ðPresident-Elect, Rob 

RoyðTreasurer 

Electronic Edition  

http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/accounts/6910/Pages/uPages/Membership/Downloads/RotaryFellowships.pdf
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/accounts/6910/Pages/uPages/Membership/Downloads/RotaryFellowships.pdf
http://www.directory-online.com/Rotary/accounts/6910/Pages/uPages/Membership/Downloads/RotaryFellowships.pdf
http://rosnf.net/home/
http://rosnf.net/home/


 

Page 2 

R o t a r y  C l u b  o f  A b b e v i l l e ,  L A  

 Wheel Talk 
September  -  2015  

Club Committee Chairs:  

Tom Thompson ðClub Admin.  

Anita Chaisson ðClub Public Relations 

Chris Dardeau ðMembership  

Daniel Broussard ðService Projects 

Lloyd Doreô IIIðFoundation Chair  

Chris Duhon and Burton Guidry ð 

Co Program Chair 

Ken Taylor and Charles Dill Jr .ð 

Co Sgt. at Arms 

Our Organization  

Abbeville Rotarians are well aware of our 

organizationôs structureðfrom our President 

down to the various committees (see far right 

column).  But how is our upper management 

structured.  Well here is a lesson on that part 

of our great Rotary organization.   

Our Structure  
Rotary is made up of three parts: at the heart of 

Rotary are our clubs, that are supported by Rotary 

International and The Rotary Foundation. 

Rotary clubs bring together dedicated individuals 

to exchange ideas, build relationships, and take 

action. 

Rotary International  supports Rotary clubs 

worldwide by coordinating global programs, 

campaigns, and initiatives. 

The Rotary Foundation uses generous donations 

to fund projects by Rotarians and our partners in 

communities around the world. As a nonprofit, all 

of the Foundation's funding comes from voluntary 

contributions made by Rotarians and friends who 

share our vision of a better world. 

Together, Rotary clubs, Rotary International, and 

The Rotary Foundation work to make lasting 

improvements in our communities and around the 

world. 

Our partners  
When Rotary partners with other organizations, 

we multiply the impact made by either group on 

their own. We call this ñthe Rotary effect.ò From 

local food banks to global humanitarian 

organizations, we work with a wide variety of 

partners, including: 

Aga Khan University 

Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

Global FoodBanking Network 

Mercy Ships 

ShelterBox  

UNESCO-IHE 

UNICEF 

United Nations 

World Health Organization 

 

Looking to partner with a local club, or even 

the global organization? 

Visit My Rotary to learn more about 

becoming a Rotary partner 

Our leadership  
What does it take to be a leader with 

Rotary? Integrity, expertise, and a 

commitment to serviceðall the qualities 

that make Rotary members extraordinary. 

We look for these qualities in all our 

leadership positions, including our elected 

President and Board of Directors, who lead 

Rotary International, our appointed Trustee 

Chair and Board of Trustees, who run The 

Rotary Foundation, and our General 

Secretary and executive staff, who provide 

long-term oversight of the organization. 

Members of each Rotary club elect their 

own leadership. 

Meet our president  

  
K.R. Ravindran wants to spend his term as 

Rotaryôs president 

paying it forward. 

ñOne of the reasons 

I work so much for 

Rotary is that I 

have been helped 

by so many people, 

and often you never 

have a chance to 

reciprocate. The 

only way you can is 

by helping others.ò 

http://www.aku.edu/
http://www.gatesfoundation.org/
http://www.cdc.gov/
http://www.foodbanking.org/
http://www.mercyships.org/
http://www.shelterbox.org/about.php
http://www.unesco-ihe.org/
http://www.unicef.org/
http://www.un.org/en/
http://www.who.int/
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/partners
https://www.rotary.org/myrotary/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/partners
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Ravindran extends the ideals of Rotary into his 

packaging business. His employees benefit from 

company-matched grants for community projects 

with a focus on water and sanitation for area 

schools. ñI can personally vouch for the ability of 

our organization to blend commerce with cause, 

friendship with service, and know firsthand that 

each of us is lifted even as we lift others.ò 

Ravindran, a member of the Rotary Club of 

Colombo, Sri Lanka, is Rotary president in 2015-

16. 

View the Board of Directors 

Meet our trustee chair  

  
Ray Klinginsmithôs relationship with Rotary 

began more than a half 

century ago, when he 

spent a year in Africa as 

a Rotary Foundation 

Ambassadorial Scholar. 

When he returned home, 

his local Rotary club 

president, who was also 

his dentist, invited him to 

join. Klinginsmith is a 

member of the Rotary 

Club of Kirksville, 

Missouri, USA, and 

served as president of Rotary in 2010-11. He has 

been a trustee of The Rotary Foundation since 

2012 and is trustee chair in 2015-16. He says he 

is a big believer in the power of Rotary clubs. 

ñItôs just amazing that in 200 countries and 

geographical areas, you can have 33,000 

organizational units, all following the same rules. 

We are held together by the spirit of Rotary, and 

it is an amazing phenomenon.ò 

View the Board of Trustees 

Meet our general 

secretary  

  
John Hewko has served as Rotary Internationalôs 

general secretary since 2011. For many people, 

managing a staff of 

800 in eight offices 

worldwide would 

be enough in itself. 

But Hewko, a 

charter member of 

the Rotary Club of 

Kyiv, Ukraine, is so 

committed to 

Rotaryôs mission 

that he takes things 

a step further. Heôs 

immunized children against polio in India, 

represented Rotary at the World Economic 

Forum, and bicycled 111 miles to raise money 

for polio eradication during both the 2012 and 

2013 El Tour de Tucson in Arizona. Hewko 

and Rotarians raised $730,000 for polio 

eradication during this yearôs ride, which was 

dedicated to Hewko. ñIt was an incredible 

honor to accept the 2013 Dedication Award on 

behalf of Rotary and friends.ò 

View the executive staff 

Meet our zone 31 

director  

KAREN K. WENTZ  

Director, Rotary 

International, 2015-

2017 

Rotary Club of 

Maryville -Alcoa, 

Tennessee, USA 
  

Karen, a Rotarian since 

1990,  is a member of 

the Rotary Club of 

Maryville-Alcoa, Tennessee with the 

classification of Higher Education 

Administration. She was governor of District 

6780 in 2005-06, and will serve on the board 

of directors of Rotary International for 2015-

17. 

 

Karenôs service to Rotary includes Rotary 

Coordinator for Zone 30, General Coordinator 

of Rotary Foundation Alumni Coordinators,  

Project Lead for the Zone 30 Regional 

2015 Rotary Zones 30 
& 31 Institute  

September 24-27, 2015 Å 
Crowne Plaza Hotel Å Ba-

ton Rouge, LA 
Karen Wentz, Rotary Internation-

al Director 2015-17, Convener 

Thomas B. Ashford Å General 
Chair 

https://www.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/directors
https://www.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/trustees
https://www.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/about-rotary/executive-staff
http://www.rizones30-31.org/
http://www.rizones30-31.com/view/90
http://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=interact%20club&form=BVLH1&first=1#view=detail&mid=FD5D120455C29CE248D9FD5D120455C29CE248D9
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Membership Plan, and Rotary International 

Assembly Training Leader.   She was a founder of 

Mid-South PETS  in 2005, and served several 

years on its executive committee as program chair 

and registration chair.  A member of the PETS 

Alliance Steering Committee for seven years, she 

served terms as chair and as treasurer. 

 

Karen and her Rotarian husband Ron Appuhn are 

passionate supporters of The Rotary Foundation 

and are  members of the Arch Klumph Society.  

She received the Rotary Foundation ñCitation for 

Meritorious Serviceò in 2012.  She has traveled to 

both Nigeria and India  to immunize children 

against polio. 

 

Karenôs professional career was in higher 

education as a librarian, strategic planning and 

development professional, project manager, and 

part-time instructor of marketing. 

   

Karen and Ron now devote their time to Rotary 

service, family, and travel.  They have six 

children between them (four hers, two his), five 

grandchildren and four great-grandchildren  

aŜŜǘ ƻǳǊ 5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ снлл 

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ 

Michael G. 

Hayes 

District 

Governor 

2015 - 2016 

Manager, 

Public Affairs 

Sasol North 

America 

 

Michael became a Rotarian in 2000, and 

was President of the Westlake Rotary 

Club in 2002 ï 2003 and again from 2012 

to present. 

He served as the District Community 

Service Chair, and the District Vocational 

Service Chair, and then served as 

Assistant District Governor for three years 

and as Lieutenant Governor for a year. 

He is District Governor for the 2015 ï 

2016 year. Mike has served as Program 

Chair for RYLA for 10 years and as a 

counselor three years prior. 

 

Mike joined Sasol in 2001 and currently 

serves as manager of public affairs for 

Sasol North America. In this capacity, he 

leads Sasolôs government and public 

affairs efforts with respect to the 

companyôs Louisiana assets including the 

ethane cracker and gas-to-liquids (GTL) 

mega projects in southwest Louisiana.  

 

Mike is a board member of the Chamber 

Southwest and LABI. He is a member of 

the Rotary Club of Westlake. Previously, 

he was a member of the Board of the 

Louisiana Manufacturers Political Action 

Committee (LAMP), Krewe de La Famille, 

and North American Carbon Capture and 

Storage Association.  

 

Michael is married to Natalie; they have 

three wonderful grown children and seven 

lovely grandchildren. Michael and Natalie 

love the outdoors, cooking and traveling. 

WHAT IS ROTARY?   

Rotary International is a 

volunteer organization of 

business and professional 

l e a d e r s  w ho  p r o v i d e 

humanitarian service, and 

help to build goodwill and 

peace in the world.  There are 

approximately 1.2 million 

Rotary  c lub  members 

belonging to more than 

32,000 Rotary clubs in nearly 

170 countries.     

Founded in Chicago in 1905, 

Rotary celebrated 100 years of 

service in 2005.  The Rotary 

Foundation has awarded 

more than US$1.6 billion in 

g r a n t s ,  w h i c h  a r e 

administered at the local 

level. 

http://rotary6200.org/
https://www.rotary.org/en/about-rotary
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Member of the Month  

Past President 

Daniel Broussard 

is the featured 

Member of the 

Month.  Daniel is 

the CFO for 

Acadian 

Contractors and he 

and his wife Mary live in Abbeville.  

Here are his responses to questions asked for 

Member of the Month recognition:  

What is your best childhood memory?  

Spending time with my Maternal 
Grandmother and waking in the morning 
to the smell of bacon cooking, fresh bread 
in the oven and butter fresh out the 
churn.  Now thatôs breakfast 

 
What do you feel most proud of?  

More than feeling proud I am humbled 
by my faith and relationship with Jesus 
first.  Then by the six smart, hardworking 
and successful people called my children 
who have become so much more than 
their parents ever imagined.  Finally, I 
am humbled by a truly remarkable 
woman who has taught me more about 
loving others than I ever thought possible  

 
What is your favorite music?  

Being a student of music for many years I 
have a deep appreciation for all genres of 
music and can enjoy them all.  However 
Jimmy Buffet and Rascal Flats are my 
favorite so I would have to say Country 
Music 

 
Whatôs your favorite color? 

If there is a sports event then it can only 
be purple sprinkled with a little gold.  
Otherwise I would have to say Blue 

 
Whatôs your favorite food? 

When my mom was alive I have to say 
it was chicken stew, the last couple of 
years itôs been lasagna.  Funny how 
dishes cooked with love become your 
favorite.  

 
If you could travel anywhere, where 

would you go and why?  
 

My dream trip would be to trace the 
path once walked by Jesus but given 
the world climate that might not 
happen.  My next best would be to 
experience the Majesty and diversity 
of Alaskaôs scenery and wildlife  

 
What teacher in school made the 

most impact on you and why?  
 

Mr. Eraste Hebert who shared his 
love of Math that has served me well 
throughout my life  

 
What do you want your tombstone 

to say?  
 
ñHe carried his cross silently and 
shared his love for others 
abundantlyò 

 
What was one of your most defining 

moments in life?  
 

The frailty of life and importance of 
showing the people you love how 
much they mean to you.  When I 
watched my parents pass away eleven 
months apart and how they showed 
others their love made a profound 
example of how I need to show 
others. 

 
Why did you choose that 

profession?  
 

Took a banking class at LSU as an 
elective and fell in love with Finance 
from that time forward  

. 

How do you spend your free 
time?  

 
De-stressing as much as I can, 
sometimes thatôs physical 
mindless work sometimes that 
is sitting in a blind hunting and 
if Iôm real blessed its spending 
quiet time with people I love.  

 
If you won the lottery, what 

would you do?  
 

Assisting those less fortunate 
than myself become successful 
in their own endeavors 
whatever that might be 

 
Who do you most admire in 

life?  
 

My Maternal Grandfather  

What are you most afraid of?  

Snakes 

What is your perfect pizza?  

One that the love of my life 
made from scratch and we 
cooked together 

 
What is your strongest 

personal quality?  
 
Recognizing the root cause of an 
issue and effectively addressing 
it  
 

What was your most 
embarrassing moment?  

 
Coming to You-Tube soon 

 
If you could witness any event 

of the past, present, or 
future, what would it be?  
Earth from space especially 
when a natural phenomenon is 

(Continued on page 6) 

https://www.facebook.com/dan.broussard.96?fref=ts&ref=br_tf

