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Dear Rotarians, 
 

As we bring to close one year and welcome another let us reflect 
on the tremendous blessings we have; for our faith that gives us 
hope and consolation, our families that we make such loving 
memories with and the support they bring us, and of course our 
family of Rotary, which gives of service opportunities, peace, fel-
lowship, and friends. This past year has been absolutely awe-
inspiring for Clara and me.  The club visits and new friends 
we’ve made have demonstrated in our own little southern Louisi-
ana what a true blessing Rotary is. The amount of service and 
fun our clubs and district is directly responsible for is amazing. 
The work being done all over the world is tremendous. 
 

January is Vocational Service Month. Let’s use the talents we 
have trained in to support our mission in Rotary. Each of us has 
unique disciplines, experiences and knowledge that we have 
spent our lives honing. Let’s put them to good use. 
 

As we begin this new year let’s resolve to always remember the 
cherished blessings we have and that we must be part of the so-
lution to maintain them. Rotary gives us numerous ways to sup-
port our families and our communities, both near and far. Let’s 
take advantage of these opportunities and make our club bigger 
and better and resolve to participate. For it’s through our many 
volunteers that we can do what we do. Rotary makes the world a 
better place, but never forget Rotary is just a name; it’s the peo-
ple like you and me that make Rotary the biggest and best Char-
itable Organization in the world. Let’s be a part of the Magic of 
Rotary! 
 

 

 Craig Walling, District Governor 

January 2025 
The District  
Connector 
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Dear Rotary Family- 

Once again we have a tragedy in our country- the wildfires in California. I received a mes-

sage this weekend from the RI Director representing California, Dan Himelspach, regarding 

how we can help. Please spread the word throughout your clubs, as we all know Rotarians 

who are just waiting to be asked to give. We all watch and wonder how we can help. Here 

is our chance. 

From Director Himelspach: 

My fellow Directors. We are now up to 10,000 structures destroyed in the Los Angeles ar-

ea, 36,000 acres burned, 150,000 ordered to evacuate, and another 166,000 warned they 

may need to flee. Districts 5280 and 5300 are being heavily impacted. Both Districts are 

deeply engaged in organizing disaster relief efforts. Firefighters have come in from all over 

the US and Canada. Civil authorities are responding the best they can, but the situtation at 

this point is out of control. And more high winds are forecast for. Our Rotarians are re-

sponding the best of their ability, but many have been personally affected. Below is an 

email the Zone sent to all out PDGs, DGs, DGEs and DGNs As you know, the Los Angeles 

area has been devastated by large fires that are burning out of control in several areas. 

Many thousands of homes have been destroyed, and tens of thousands of residents have 

been evacuated. Our Rotary colleagues in the affected Districts - Districts 5280 and 5300 - 

have activated District Disaster Relief Funds to assist the victims of the fires. District 5280 

(Los Angeles) has also created a Resource Directory and online spreadsheet for In-Kind 

Donations. To access information and links to District 5280's Wildfire Disaster Relief Fund 

and other resources, please click here: https://rotary5280.org/page/2025-wildfire-

disaster-relief/ To access information and a link to District 5300's Wildfire Disaster Relief 

Fund, please click here: https://www.district5300.org/ca-wild-fires/ District Governors: 

Please share this information with your Assistant Governors, Club Presidents, and Mem-

bers. 

Thank you, Dan Daniel C. Himelspach RI Director 2023-25 Dg13-

14@DisputeManagementInc.com 303-349-5689 

https://rotary5280.org/page/2025-wildfire-disaster-relief/ 

https://www.district5300.org/ca-wild-fires/ 

Best regards and consider helping- 

Beth Stubbs 

Rotary International Treasurer 2024-25 

Rotary International Director, 2023-25 

Rotary District 6780, Tennessee, USA 

beth@cpaoffices.com 
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Officially reported WPV1 and cVDPV cases as of 07 January 2025 

Wild poliovirus (WPV) 

·         Total global WPV1 cases in 2023: 12 

·         Total global WPV1 cases in 2024: 93 (compared with 12 for the same period in 2023) 

 

Circulating vaccine-derived poliovirus (cVDPV) cases 

·         Total global cVDPV cases in 2023: 528 

·         Total global cVDPV cases in 2024: 255 (compared with 454 for the same period in 2023) 

  

• New wild poliovirus isolates reported this week: 

• AFP cases: 1 

• Environment: 13 

• Others: 3 

• New cVDPV isolates reported this week: 

• AFP cases 4 

• Environment: 0 

• Others:  0 

Headlines:- 
The Global Polio Eradication Initiative wishes all of its partners, stakeholders and friends all the very best wish-
es for a successful 2025!  
 
Summary of new polioviruses this week:  

• Pakistan:  one WPV1 case and 13 WPV1-positive environmental samples 

• Indonesia:  one cVDPV2 case 

• Nigeria:  three cVDPV2 cases 

• United Kingdom (UK):  one cVDPV2-positive environmental sample 

 Afghanistan: 

• No WPV1 cases were reported this week.  The total number of WPV1 cases for 2024 is 25. 

• No WPV1-positive environmental samples were reported this week. 
Pakistan: 

• One WPV1 cases is reported this week, from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa , with onset of paralysis on 9 Novem-

ber.  The total number of cases for 2024 is 68.  
13 WPV1-positive environmental samples were reported this week, collected in December, from Khyber Pakh-

tunkhwa, Balochistan and Punjab. 



The Rotary Club of Livingston ended the year 2024 by in-
stalling new member Calvin Bowden, and started 2025 by installing 
new member Chris Rosato! 

The Zachary Rotary Club recently had 

the honor of welcoming Doug Thomp-

son, Chief Operating Officer of the Lou-

isiana Firefighters Association, as their 

guest speaker.  He shared invaluable 

insight in the challenges and advance-

ments within the firefighting communi-

ty, as well as the essential role the as-

sociation plays in supporting first re-

sponders.   

 Louisiana Firefighter's Association sup-

ports and advocates for firefighters 

across the state with advocacy, training 

and education, support services and 

community outreach. 

 Thank you Louisiana Firefighter's Asso-

ciation for the presentation and the 

important work you do for Louisiana's 

heroes. 

 Pic L-R Doug Thompson, Louisiana 

Firefighter's Association, Heather 

Prejean, Zachary Rotary President, Alex 

Milazzo, Kyle Shufard, and Ward Wyatt 

all with La Firefighter's Association 







To see more great PEOPLE OF ACTION stories in District 

6200, follow us on Social! #peopleofaction 
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